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The Constitution of The Interfraternity Council at 

The University of South Florida

Preamble
It is the responsibility of men’s social fraternities to serve the best interest of the Fraternity & Sorority Community and constituents at the University of South Florida. Men’s social fraternities are challenged to ensure cooperation among themselves, the Fraternity & Sorority Community, students, faculty, and staff at the University of South Florida, as well as the greater global community. Furthermore, men’s social fraternities are inspiried daily to cultivate qualities of integrity, leadership, scholarship, service, and exemplary organizational management through rituals and values set forth by fraternal founders. In exemplifying these ideals, the men of The Interfraternity Council at The University of South Florida establish and ordain this Constitution and Bylaws for the further development of the collegiate student as well as the education and growth of the Fraternal Values Movement.

Article I:
Name

This organization shall be known as The Interfraternity Council (abbreviated IFC) at The University of South Florida at Tampa (abbreviated USF).

Article II:
Mission Statement
Article III:
Affiliation


The IFC at USF has no local, regional, national, international affiliation or otherwise.


Article IV:
Object
The IFC at USF shall be the governing body for all of its member men’s social fraternities chartered at the USF. The IFC functions under the advisement, policies, regulations, rules, and support of the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life and USF. The IFC’s specific objectives are:

· To establish and enforce rules in the general oversight of member fraternities.

· To encourage scholastic achievement, mutual cooperation, and respect among fraternities and their members.

· To provide services and additional support to member fraternities.

· To promote the best interest of USF.

· To serve as an advocate for the ideals of Fraternity & Sorority Life set forth by our Fraternal Founders.

· To promote growth not only in size and strength, but also in the ideals of our Fraternity & Sorority Community.

Article V:
Expansion & Membership Guidelines
Section 1
Expansion
A. In terms of Expansion, the IFC will adhere to, abide by, follow, and support the Expansion & Extension Policy set forth by the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life at USF.

Section 2
Composition of Membership

A. There shall be two (2) classes of membership: IFC Colony and IFC Chapter. IFC Chapters shall be those Fraternities that have fulfilled the necessary requirements to be recognized as a chapter.

B. Requirements to become an IFC Colony

i. Aspiring Chapters associated with Inter/National Fraternities that are approved to become members of the IFC via the Expansion Committee from the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life Expansion & Extension Policy. 
C. Requirements to become an IFC Chapter

i. Must meet all requirements for chartering set forth by the Inter/National Fraternity.

ii. Must meet all requirements set forth by Expansion & Extension Policy of the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life.

iii. Must meet the minimum standards set forth by the Standards of Fraternal Excellence in the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life.
Section 3
Length of Membership

All IFC Chapters/Colonies will be considered members of the IFC as long as they are in Good Standing with the IFC, the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life, and USF.
Section 4
Requirements for Continued Membership
A. In order for an IFC Chapter/Colony to be considered active at USF and receive privileges, said IFC Chapter/Colony must be in Good Standing with the IFC, the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life, and USF.
B. For an IFC Chapter/Colony to remain in Good Standing with IFC, the IFC Chapter/Colony must meet the following requirements:
i. Abide by all Local, State, Federal Laws as well as policies/ procedures/regulation/rules set forth by the Inter/National Fraternity.

ii. Abide by all USF and Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life policies/ procedures/regulations/rules.

iii. Abide by this IFC Constitution & Bylaws and the policies/procedures/regulations/rules adopted by the IFC.

iv. Cooperate with all administrative actions of the IFC Executive Board.

v. Be registered through the Office of Student Organizations and the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life.

vi. Be current with all document requests from the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life and the IFC.  This includes, but is not limited to an updated list of all current members, officers, chapter advisor, faculty advisor, and house corporation members (if applicable), Grade Release Forms, Rosters, and any other documents required by the IFC or Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life. 
vii. Pay all dues and fines owed to USF, Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life, and the IFC as specified in the IFC Constitution & Bylaws and by the IFC Executive Board.

viii. Meet the requirements set forth by the Scholarship Policy in Article  of the IFC Bylaws.

ix. Encourage interfraternal cooperation, integrity, service, leadership, and scholarship among members.
Section 5
Privileges of Membership
A. IFC Chapter Privileges
i. Have all privileges and rights for an IFC Chapter under the IFC Constitution & Bylaws except as limited by the actions of the IFC Conduct Board.

ii. Participation in all IFC sponsored programs.

iii. Speak and Vote via the IFC Chapter Delegate or alternate at both IFC General Meetings and Special Meetings.

iv. Participate in the Fraternity Bracket/League in all Intramural Sports.

v. Allow to sponsor/co-sponsor/participate social events, philanthropy projects, and community service endeavors. 

vi. Have members; if eligible; hold elected and appointed positions on the IFC.

vii. Participate in all awards given by the IFC and the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life.

viii. Have equal representation in all IFC Marketing Endeavors.

B. IFC Colony Privileges

i. Have all privileges and rights for an IFC Colony under the IFC Constitution & Bylaws except as limited by the actions of the IFC Conduct Board.

ii. Participation in all IFC sponsored programs.

iii. Attend and Speak via the IFC Colony Delegate or alternate at both IFC General Meetings and Special Meetings.

iv. Participate in the Fraternity Bracket/League in all Intramural Sports.

v. Allow to sponsor/co-sponsor/participate social events, philanthropy projects, and community service endeavors. 

vi. Participate in all awards given by the IFC and the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life.

vii. Have Representation in all IFC Marketing Endeavors.
Article VI:
Organizational Structure



Section 1
IFC Executive Board

A. The IFC Executive Board shall be made up of both the IFC Executive Committee and the IFC Board of Directors.

B. The IFC Executive Committee shall be elected via a Slating Committee and the IFC Council of Presidents.

C. The IFC Board of Directors shall be appointed by the IFC Executive Committee via an application and interview process.

D. IFC Executive Committee

i. President

ii. Executive Vice President

iii. Vice President of Conduct & Integrity

iv. Vice President of Administration

v. Vice President of Membership

E. IFC Board of Directors

i. Director of Scholarship

ii. Director of Marketing & Public Relations

iii. Director of Risk Reduction

iv. Director of Leadership & Development 

v. Director of Community Service

vi. Director of Philanthropy

F. The IFC President and Executive Vice President shall not be from the same IFC Chapter.

G. No more than two (2) members from an IFC Chapter are allowed to hold an IFC Executive Board Position.
H. The Length of Term for the IFC Executive Board will be from the Last Meeting of the Spring semester to the Last Meeting of the following Spring semester for each academic year. 

I. The Powers and Responsibilities of the IFC Executive Board are listed in Article VI, Section 1 of the IFC Bylaws.
Section 2
IFC Council of Presidents
A. The IFC Council of Presidents will be made up of one (1) IFC Chapter/Colony Delegate from each IFC Chapter/Colony.
B. The IFC Chapter/Colony Delegate will be the President of his IFC Chapter/Colony, respectively.

C. Each IFC Chapter/Colony will have one (1) alternate IFC Chapter/Colony Delegate in case that the IFC Chapter/Colony President cannot make it to the IFC General Meeting or Special Meeting.

D. The Length of Term for the IFC Council of Presidents will be determined by each IFC Chapter/Colony. 

E. The Powers and Responsibilities of the IFC Council of Presidents are listed in Article VI, Section 2 of the IFC Bylaws.
Section 3
IFC Conduct Board

A. The IFC Conduct Board shall be made up of one (1) representative from each IFC Chapter/Colony.

B. The IFC Conduct Board shall be appointed by Vice President of Conduct & Integrity via an application and interview process.

C. The Length of Term for the IFC Conduct Board will be from the Last Meeting of the Spring semester to the Last Meeting of the following Spring semester for each academic year.
D. The Powers and Responsibilities of the IFC Conduct Board are listed in Article VI, Section 3 of the IFC Bylaws.
Section 4
IFC Advisor

A. The Director of the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life will choose the IFC Advisor.

B. The Powers and Responsibilities of the IFC Advisor are listed in Article VI, Section 4 of the IFC Bylaws.

Section 5
Committees

A. Standing Committees as may be necessary to carry out the work of the IFC shall follow procedures listed in the IFC Bylaws.

B. Special Committees as may be necessary to carry out the work of the IFC shall be created and appointed by the IFC President. 

Section 6
Minimum Board Requirements

A. IFC Executive Board

To serve on the IFC Executive Board the candidate:

i. Must be in good standing with the IFC Chapter, Inter/National Fraternity, Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life, and USF.

ii. Must hold a 2.75 cumulative and semester grade point average before and while holding the position.

iii. Must not hold the position of President in his IFC Chapter.
iv. Must be able to attend the Fraternity & Sorority Life Leadership Retreat.

v. Must be able to attend an IFC Executive Board Retreat during the Summer.

B. IFC Council of Presidents
To serve as the IFC Chapter/Colony Delegate the candidate:
i. Must be a member of an IFC Chapter/Colony.

ii. Must be in good standing with the IFC Chapter/Colony, Inter/National Fraternity, Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life, and USF.

iii. Must be the IFC Chapter/Colony President except for the position of alternate IFC Chapter/Colony Delegate.

iv. Must be able to attend IFC Council of Presidents Training in August.

To serve as the alternate IFC Chapter/Colony Delegate the candidate:

i. Must be a member of an IFC Chapter/Colony.

ii. Must be in good standing with the IFC Chapter/Colony, Inter/National Fraternity, Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life, and USF.

iii. Must hold a 2.5 cumulative and semester grade point average before and while holding the position.

iv. Must be able to attend IFC Council of Presidents Training in August.
C. IFC Conduct Board

To serve on the IFC Conduct Board the candidate:

i. Must be a member of an IFC Chapter for at least one calendar year.

ii. Must be in good standing with the IFC Chapter, Inter/National Fraternity, Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life, and USF.

iii. Must hold a 2.5 cumulative and semester grade point average before and while holding the position.

iv. Must not hold a position on IFC Executive Board, IFC Chapter President, or alternate IFC Chapter Delegate.

v. Must be able to attend IFC Conduct Board Training in August.
Article VII: 
Voting


Section 1
Voting Body

The Voting Body of the IFC shall be the IFC Council of Presidents.


Section 2
Voting Members

A. The Voting Members of the IFC Council of Presidents shall be the IFC Chapter Delegates.
B. Chapters/Colonies or Students not affiliated or not enrolled at USF do not have the right to vote.
Section 3
Voting Powers
C. The power of one (1) vote shall go to each IFC Chapter that is in Good Standing with the IFC.

D. If the IFC Chapter Delegate is not present at the IFC General Meeting or Special Meeting than an alternate IFC Chapter Delegate may vote.

E. If the IFC Chapter Delegate or alternate is not present at an IFC General Meeting or Special Meeting than the IFC Chapter may not vote at that meeting.
F. If the IFC Chapter Delegate or alternate is late for an IFC General Meeting or Special Meeting than the IFC Chapter may not vote on the current motion on the floor.
Article VIII:
Meetings
Section 1
Type of Meetings


There will be four (4) types of meetings in the IFC:

A. IFC General Meetings

i. IFC General Meetings will be held at 9PM every other Wednesday starting on the second (2nd) week of classes in the Fall and Spring semesters.

ii. This meeting is open to all members of the Fraternity & Sorority Community as well as the USF community.

iii. Quorum will be determined by two-thirds (2/3) of IFC Chapter/Colony Delegates of the total membership. 

B. IFC Special Meetings
i. IFC Special Meetings may be called at the discretion of the IFC President or at the request of a simple majority of the total IFC Chapter/Colony Delegates or alternates.
ii. Notification of the meeting must be sent to the IFC Executive Board, IFC Council of Presidents, and IFC Advisor at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the Special Meeting. The notification must state the time, location, and purpose of the meeting.
iii. The agenda of the IFC Special Meeting will be decided by the party who called for the meeting.

iv. Quorum will be determined by two-thirds (2/3) of IFC Chapter/Colony Delegates of the total membership.
C. IFC Executive Board Meetings

i. IFC Executive Board Meetings will be held at the discretion of the IFC President and IFC Advisor.
ii. Only IFC Executive Board members and the IFC Advisor may attend.

D. IFC Conduct Board Meetings
i. IFC Conduct Board Meetings will be held at the discretion of the Vice President of Conduct & Integrity and IFC Advisor.

ii. Only the Vice President of Conduct & Integrity, IFC Conduct Board Members, and the IFC Advisor may attend. 
Article IX:
Parliamentary Procedure

The IFC at USF shall be governed by the most current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order except in matters specifically provided for in the IFC Constitution and Bylaws. 

Article X:
Office of Student Organizations Agreement
This organization agrees to abide by Florida State Statute #1006.63 regarding hazing. Furthermore, agrees to abide by all Office of Student Organizations policies as outlined in the student handbook, to check the organization’s mailbox regularly, to communicate via email upon request, and to update the organization’s records whenever there is a change.
Article XI:
Ratification & Amending Process

Section 1 
Ratification

A. Ratification of this IFC Constitution requires two-thirds (2/3) vote of the IFC Chapter Delegates in attendance at an IFC General Meeting or Special Meeting and will take in effect immediately. All previous versions of the IFC Constitution shall become null and void.

Section 2
Amendments




Amendments may be made to the IFC Constitution by:

A. Providing the IFC President and Vice President of Administration with a written copy of the motion of the proposed changes as well as a brief explanation of intent.
B. The motion will be tabled for a time period no shorter than one (1) week and the motion will be brought up at the next IFC General Meeting or Special Meeting under Unfinished Business.

C. Any amendment that is tabled must be reviewed by the Office of Student Organizations before the amendment can be brought to a vote.
D. The motion will require a three-fourths (3/4) vote of approval by the IFC Chapter Delegates in order to amend the IFC Constitution.
E. The IFC Constitution shall be specified by the IFC Bylaws.
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